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products, which are amongst the most valuable raised in the Presidency, find ready access to the coast by a main line of rail which runs within some 25 miles of its borders. Its cultivated area has trebled during the lease, while the revenue is realised with ease, and land is sublet on the average at three times the Government assessment."
Under these circumstances occupancy rights, nearly 88 per cent, of which are said to be in the hands of the recorded occupants themselves, in addition to over 6 per cent, sublet, have naturally acquired considerable value. In forty-four cases of sale by order of Civil Courts, 623 acres, assessed at an average of E. 1 6a. lip. per acre, realised Es. 15 lla. 6p. per acre. In 110 cases of lease land, assessed at Es. 2,709f, was let for Es. 9,151, or 3*4 times the assessment. Similar favourable terms were obtained in cases of lands mortgaged as security for advances of money.
The prices of produce had also advanced greatly. Cotton may be said roughly to have doubled in value since the commencement, of the Survey lease, and the prices of javdri, b<'tjri, and wheat have risen respectively from 34, 40, and 21 seers the rupee to 22, 23, and 18. There could, therefore, be no doubt that an enhancement of assessment was quite feasible.
The bulk of the villages have now been arranged in two groups of eighty-two and twenty-seven, from east to west, following' the line of the Taptee, with a rise from the old maximum rates oil Es. 2 4a. and Es. 1 14a, to Es. 2 12a. and Es. 2 4a. A third small group of nine villages, at a maximum of E. 1 Ga., has boon made of villages lying along the foot of the Satpura hills, which are unhealthy and only partly cleared, in addition to being badly off for drinking-water and only cultivable from a distance. The maximum is only E. j higher than the old one of E. 1 2a.
The result of the adoption of these rates in the throe groups oH villages respectively is an increase of assessment by 32*5, 30-9, and 26*3 per cent., which, under all circumstances, is certainly moderate. They do not in any case come up to the level of thw percentage laid down by Government as the maximum beyond which the assessment in any group of villages is not to be increased on revision. The average rate per acre under the first settlement wan E. 1 3a. 9p., and will now be E. 1 lOa,